Genetic stability of the attachment glycoprotein of human respiratory syncytial viruses during serial passages in cell cultures.
Thirteen isolates of human respiratory syncytial viruses (HRSV) of groups A and B were isolated in HEp-2 cells from nasopharyngeal aspirates (NPA) from the children with acute respiratory infections. Three isolates of HRSV of group A were propagated in HEp-2 cells in 20 serial passages. Nucleotide sequences of the products obtained by RT-PCR from the glycoprotein (G) hypervariable region of the original virus isolates in NPA and those after one or several passages were compared. All the isolates analyzed showed no changes during passaging in HEp-2 cells.